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AF secretary outlines investigation of assaults  

Web Posted: 03/04/2004 12:00 AM CST  

Sig Christenson 
Express-News Military Writer  

Air Force Secretary James Roche said Wednesday that a rash of sexual assaults reported in the armed 
services last year bears similarities to problems at American universities — with a combination of youthful 
inexperience and alcohol being key factors.  

In his first comments on the Air Force's handling of sexual assault allegations since an investigation 
began at Sheppard AFB in North Texas, Roche revealed that his Pacific command last fall began a 
review of rapes reported over a 10-year period.  

That probe was launched in response to a scandal that rocked the Air Force Academy and has since 
sparked studies at installations worldwide. So far, he added, those investigations are giving Air Force 
leaders a clearer picture of the problem.  

"Alcohol is big," Roche said, when asked what to list the common denominators in the cases the Air Force 
has studied. "People between 18 and 24, typically unmarried. In the case of Sheppard as well as the Air 
Force Academy, probably the first time away from parents."  

The Air Force last week told the San Antonio Express-News it will scrutinize all its installations to learn if 
there are problems similar to those reported at Sheppard. Two dozen women claim to have been sexually 
assaulted by fellow airmen during the past year at weekend parties off the installation.  

The Air Education and Training Command at Randolph AFB, meanwhile, has established a toll-free hot 
line for women who had served at 13 AETC bases across the country since the command's inception in 
1993.  

Four women have called the hot line, (888) 351-9477, since it first opened Feb. 19, AETC spokesman 
Dave Smith said. Two asked for support information but did not make specific allegations. The others 
reported incidents in 1966 and 1974, he said, adding: "They didn't provide us any names, they didn't 
provide us locations."  

Five of the AETC bases are in Texas, including Lackland and Randolph in San Antonio. The others are 
Laughlin in Del Rio, Goodfellow in San Angelo and Sheppard in Wichita Falls.  

Roche stressed the Air Force has been concerned about the issue since revelations emerged of 
misconduct at its elite academy in Colorado Springs, Colo. An investigation is under way into 56 reported 
sexual assaults there since 1993.  

Neither Air Force headquarters in the Pentagon nor a spokesman with the Pacific command in Honolulu 
would provide details of its investigation Wednesday. The Pacific command's chief, Gen. Bill Begert, was 
en route to Washington to brief leaders on his findings.  
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But Roche, in a half-hour telephone interview, said most sexual assaults studied by the Pacific command 
involved people of similar ranks. The command also found the incidents occurred at on-base parties, and 
that victims' support services stopped if an investigation ended.  

Days before the first news reports emerged of trouble at Sheppard, Roche said he and Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen. John Jumper agreed to expand the Pacific command's survey to every one of the service's 80 
major installations.  

Each of the Air Force's nine major commands will model their probes on the Air Force Academy and 
Pacific command's investigations, he said, noting that AETC's chief, Gen. Donald Cook, had already 
begun a preliminary study at Sheppard.  

Roche said Cook will decide if the Air Force can transfer students to new duty stations while their claims 
are investigated and settled in court. He also said the Sheppard probe showed that the processing of 
rape tests, now done at an Army laboratory, takes too long — leaving airmen in limbo for up to six 
months.  

It will be up to Cook and the other leaders of the Air Force's major commands to lead their investigations 
and settle such matters, said Roche, who dismissed notions among some observers that military culture 
itself causes some of the problems.  

"(Airmen) have a dedication to each other, to worry about each other, to care for each other, respect each 
other, that you don't find at the University of Illinois or the University of Michigan or the University of 
Maryland or Virginia," he said. "I think the military culture gives us the chance to deal with this problem 
better than, say, a university president can."  
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Cornyn briefed on Sheppard investigation  

By Tara Copp/Scripps Howard News Service  
March 3, 2004  

WASHINGTON - In a follow-up to last week's Senate hearings on sexual assaults in the military, Air Force 
vice chief Gen. Michael Moseley met again with Sen. John Cornyn to update him on the investigation at 
Sheppard Air Force Base.  

Moseley reiterated that each command of the Air Force is now looking at existing policies to handle 
sexual assaults and that each will be reporting back to the Pentagon.  

Moseley emphasized that "the Air Force has encouraged (Air Education and Training Command) to 
contact women who had served at Sheppard over the past five years in order to ensure we take a 
comprehensive look at the situation there," said spokesman Lt. Col. Mike Caldwell.  

Cornyn asked that the Air Force "stay on top of this, and ensure that the problem never grows again."  

"This issue requires our constant attention, and cooperation on the local, installation, and national level to 
protect our military men and women from future crimes and the damage they do to morale, unit cohesion 
and leadership," Cornyn said.  

While he had Moseley's ear, Cornyn also asked about the F/A-22 Raptor. A $22 million training hub for 
the next-generation fighter plane was budgeted for Sheppard in 2005, but the plane is being studied by 
the Pentagon to see if its capabilities still fit in the transformation mission of the Air Force.  

Cornyn stressed to Moseley that in terms of transformation of the military, the F/A-22 is what "Rumsfeld is 
looking for, and that the military is so successfully employing."  

Cornyn also used the opportunity to discuss the 2005 base closure round with Moseley, specifically 
asking about the Air Force's focus on jointness.  

Moseley is a member of the BRAC Infrastructure Steering Group, which is in charge of the all the Joint 
Cross Service Groups.  

These groups are responsible for incorporating jointness, the combining of operations among the military 
branches, into the BRAC process, Cornyn said, so the idea of transformation and jointness, particularly 
given the weapons systems used and built in the state, were key points of conversation. 
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